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Take a look at the Legal Briefs column on page 6. lt details the 
ridiculous and cruel expanse of the U.S. embargo. lt's an assault 
not only on Cuba, but on all her trading partners-and ultimately, 
on the people of the U.S., whom it casts in the role of punisher 
even as it restricts our rights. 

People around the wortd have spoken and acted against the em­
bargo. But only the U.S. publlc can hope to sway the thinking of 
our lawmakers away from policies of hostile encirclement or 
worse. We have a special responsibility to meke peace, friendship 
and open trade a living option. 

But to make an impact we must reach out to all who want to see 
peace in the Caribbean region, who want to avoid war and famine 
on the island, even if they don't like Fidel Castro. A movement for 
a change In policy must include all those who favor everyone's 
right to travel and interact with the Cuban people, because the 
bottom line is that Cubans can't eat solidarity; they need hard cur­
rency, tourism, trade. The embargo must be ended, and only a 
broad strong movement has any hopa at all of bringing the naces·. 
sary pressure to bear on Congress and the White House. 

Especially now, attempts to rally people in the U.S. around 
Cuba's politicalleaders, symbols of revolutionary glory, or even 
Cuba's flag, are seriously misguided. Such images are viewed as 
irrelevant, foreign or downright treasonous by most people in this 
country. The case agalnst the embargo and travel ban ls too 
strong, and the stakes too hlgh to keep lt hldden In the 
shadows ot marglnallty. 

In the year ahead, many more people will oppose the embargo 
and the travel ban. Soma because they feel for the suffering of the 
Cuban people, soma because they want to enjoy Cuba's 
beaches, and soma who are simply frustrated because they can't 
do business with Cuba as their foreign competitors do. 

lt's time to concentrate on creating effective strategies for bring­
ing them all together. 
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Cuba is one of the most hotly disputed subjects in the world. So 
it's no surprise that the articles we publish sometime upset 
people. 

For instance: In response to last issue's articles on tourism and 
culture, a few readers complained that CUBA Update was help­
ing Washington bash Cuba. Anothar corraspondant questioned 
the appearance of commentators who criticize Cuban govarn­
ment policies. Last year, one long-time subscriber insisted that 
the excerpt from Sanel Paz's short story in the Spring 1991 
issue was pornographic and degenerate. 

While we welcome criticism, these readers are wrong to expect 
a single, narrow point of view. Their objections reflect confusion 
about our editorial policy and goals. 

The purpose of CUBA Update is to share Cuba. We look for arti­
cles that inform, entertain and, hopefully, provoke critica! think­
ing on a broad range of tapies concerning Cuban society: 
culture, politics, everyday lite, international relations. As Cuba 
seeks solutions to difficult and complex situations, presenting 
different perspectivas on these issues is all the more necessary. 

While we are outspoken in our support for the achievements of 
Cuba's much-maligned revolution, our goal is not to cheerlead 
or condescend but to enlist new voices in a growing dialogue. 
Through the years we have been consistent in our opposition to 
U.S. policy on Cuba, but we are editorially independent of both 
governments. Readers can find official Cuban positions re­
portad in Update-and they also get the very broad range of 
opinions from all over, as the world increasingly turns its atten­
tion to Cuba. 

The editors take full rasponsibility for the contents of avary 
issue, including articles expressing opinions with which we dis­
agree, and are accountable to our readership and to tha stan­
dards of professional journalism. By tha way, most of the lattars 
we recaive encourage us to continua in this direction. 

*** 

We extand our haartfelt thanks to Esther Mosak for her contribu­
tions as Havana corraspondent. Esther is returning to live in the 
U.S., and we look forward to working with her in tha futura. 
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As we go to press, 175 U.S. c~izens are defying U.S. 
policy by traveling to Cuba as tourists, spending money 
as they would in any other country (p. 1). lt shouldn't even 
be a story, but it ls, because the 32-year-old embargo, 
which lncludes restrlctions on spending money in Cuba, is 
still in place. The embargo and the fact that we have no for­
mal diplomatic relations with Cuba-part ot what a friend 
recently referred to as "the staggering adversities visitad 
upon Cuba, principally by the policies ot this nation"- pro­
vide the context for most of the articles in this issue. What 
has been born of that adversity is what we are looking at 
now: strength and solidity, but aJso daring and despera­
tion; planning and changa, but aJso deep divisions and a 
fear of the unknown. The best results of the planning and 
of Cuba's historie strength can be seen in the recent 
UNICEF report (p. 1 7) 

Now, faced with the worst economic crisis of her history, 
Cuba is trytng to plan for an unknown futura, doing 
whatever her leaders and economists can think of to stem 
the tide of total disaster Gail Reed describes soma of the 
economic changes going on (pp. 9, 1 1), and tries to as­
sess their chances for success As these reforms are 
being put in place, sorne of the divisiveness in Cuban 
public lite is coming to light. Bill Rose and Reed discuss 
the currern conuoversy, for example, surrounding the 17-
page document tSSUed by Cuba's Catholic Bishops in 
September (pp. 7, 8), a controversy which brought forth 
bah WlSe arguments and foolish rhetoric on the other 
Slde 

In her "Letter trom Miami" (p. 3), Nita Manitzas comments 
on tt'8 madness that attlicts our policy toward Cuba on the 
quesbon ot immigration, a policy which undermlnes much 
ot what Cuba is trying to do; and which is also questioned 
tJ.¡ F amando Remfriz, the new Cuban ambassador to the 
Lln;ted Nations (p. 1 8). Desp~e the fact that our relations 
W1th Cuba are so mirad in unfortunate history that 
c1lpbnatic dialogue appears impossible, the experiences 
., New Yoo City of Cuba's new foreign minister, Roberto 
RobaJna (p. 17), who was here for two weeks, are en­
couraging. lt was clear from the meetings he had, the 
receptions in his honor and the demands made on his 
time that many here feel that a changa In policy is long 
overdue. Business people are eager to do business with 
Cuba. artists want to perform and exhibit there, Jegislators 
want to changa the laws, and sorne of us just want to be 
abie to travel there without fear of reprisal. 

A WOfd about our cover: we found this wonderful photo in 
QU( voluminous archives, credited to Juventud Rebelde 
newspaper, but we don't know when it was taken or who 
was the photographer. We like it because it feels llke what 
Ricardo Alarcón means when he says "We are profes­
SIOOal Don Quixotes," (p. 1 6) or what Reynaldo González 
means when he calls the Havana film festival "a beautiful 
obsession. • And because--to quote again our poetic 
friend-it makes real the existential drama of Cuba's on­
going revolution. 
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Clarfftcatton 

In the September special supplement to CUBA Update a confusing 
statement was made in the front-page article on recent legislation allow­
ing Cuban citizens to possess foreign currency. The sentence which 
starts "Cubans are upset" should read "Cubans are upset by the 
measure because it will benefit precisely those who have relatives in 
the United States, who are often, although not always, either lukewarm 
in their support of the Revolution or frankly opposed to it. " 



Torricelli's Gambit: Wreaking Havoc 
in Cuba 

Congress member Robert Torricelli (D-NJ) has condemned the 
United Nations embargo of Haití, saying it can resutt in famine, 
d isease anda mass exodus to the U.S. Torricelli's comments 
were made at a briefing conducted by the House Western Hemi­
sphere subcommittee, of which he is chairman, on October 20, 
1993. 

Thls call for concern is a bit startling, coming from the author of 
the ill-named Cuban Democracy Act, which relnforces and inten­
sifies the U.S. embargo of Cuba. Torricelli objects to the priva­
tions imposed on the Haitians when he himself has imposed 
those sama privations on the Cubans. 

He explains: " In Cuba and South Africa, you had a precise 
goal-to destroy the security torces. In this case, the embargo 
seems so broad. With desperately poor people, we run the risk 
of contagious disease and famine." 

These considerations did not deter Torricelli when an epidemic 
broke out in Cuba-the recent neuropathy outbreak which af­
fected 50,000 Cubans, probabty due in part to a vitamin deficien­
cy stemming from shortages exacerbated by the U.S. embargo 
(see the November-December 1993 CUBA Update). 

Neither is the embargo of Cuba any less broad than the embar­
go of Haití. Nevertheless, Torricelli said the provisions of the em­
bargo of Haití "not only are ineffective, they shock the 
conscience." 

So what's the story? Torricelli might really be motivated by a 
lave for democracy, which he claims is the reason for keeping 
his New Jersey boot pressed on Cuba's throat. Yet the embargo 
of Haití has been endorsad by that country's legally elected 
president- the very symbol of Haitian democracy-as neces­
sary for isolating the bloody junta that illegally ousted him. 

Alternatively, the representativa may be moved by the thought of 
thousands of people starving. This notion is made more difficutt 
to swallow considering that Torricelli tolda Cuba study group at 
Georgetown University, "1 want to wreak havoc on that island ... 
1 want to bring down Fidel Castro." 

ls he completely crazy? ls this what we elect our representativas 
for? To wreak havoc on other countries? To bring down foreign 
leaders? 

O espite his protestations to the contrary, it could be that Torricel­
li is just a mediocre but ambitious political hack who prefers the 
financia! backing of rich Cuban Americans to that of poor 
Haitian-Americans. lt could be that he sees a futura run for 
governor of New Jersey partly dependent on Mas Canosa's 
New Jersey gang and their campaign contributions. lt could be 
that, after all, two Caribbean islands are just so much poor white 
and black trash. 
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MENOS :tv1As 
When Jorge Mas Canosa, powerful head of the Cuban 
American National Foundation (CANF), died on November 
23, it signaled the end of an era of special viciousness toward 
Cuba. This is true, 1 think, despite the naysaying of the Miami 
marchers, out to preve they'll keep Mas' spirit alive, that 
they're justas tough-or tougher-where Castro, Cuba and 
Communism~re concerned. But menos Mas, the politicking 
around our Cuba policy is bound to change. 

Mas Canosa was the perfect vehicle for a mean-spirited 
foreign policy that includes the cruel imposition of a ban on 
the sale of food and medicine to the Cuban people. Now, 
perfectly timed to fight this particular battle without Mas' 
poison, legislation has been proposed to lift the ban on the 
sale of food and medicine to Cuba. [see p. 3] Senate Bill S. 
1391 and HR 1951 in the House deserve our strong 
support- the offensive nastiness of a Ros-Lehtinen ora Dlaz 
Balart should not be allowed to derail a long overdue policy 
change. 

Mas Canosa's death carne on the heels of revelations that 
should be given important consideration for a change in our 
Cuba policy, too. The disclosures-in the Miami Herald, no 
less-that the recent bombings in Havana were indeed the 
result of plots hatched in Mi ami (as the Cuban government 
had said) should give pause to Washington's foreign 
policy-makers. They talk a good game about fighting 
terrorism, but continue to turn a blind eye to the terrorist 
activities committed against Cuba. 

S.omeone in the Washington political establishment should 
reconsider the U.S. role in Cuba these past 39 years, and 
should there be any doubt of U.S. government involvement in 
terrorist plots, assassination schemes, etcetera, read "Secret 
Special Handling• (the phrase stamped on the documents) 
starting on p. 2. These excerpts are part of recently 
declassified documents that show how intent President 
Kennedy and brother Robert were on killing Castro, 
apparently by any means necessary. Although we've known 
about the crazy attempts to kili Fidel for many years-the 
Cubans are not shy about reporting what they know- there is 
a certain justice in finally seeing them revealed to the world 
by The New York Times (November 19, 1997). Now let's see 
what we do about it. 
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The visit of Pope John Paul 11 to Cuba occasioned unforget­
table moments: Fidel Castro looking for all the world like a 
seven-year-.old schoolboy dressed in his Sunday best in the 
pope's presence; singer Adalberto Alvarez popping by to say 
helio to Martha Stewart at El Ranchón restaurant; a small 
boy with a puzzled expression gazing up at the winged tent 
constructed for the Mass in Revolution Square and at last tri ­
umphantly announcing, "Ah! Batman!;" Congressman Char­
lie Rangel (D-NY) excitedly taking pictures of everyone and 
everything at the Havana Mass; Fidel and Gabriel García 
Márquez, two of the century's best wordsmiths, listening 
carefully to the pope's homily; the loud applause when the 
pope attacked neoliberalism; the thrilled voice of a woman 
who had just watched the popemobile pass, "How beautiful 
he is, like a porcelain doll!" 

No doubt the U.S. government would have preferred that the 
pope skip Cuba, but the visit was clearly important to both 
the pope and the Cuban president- most of all, it was impor­
tant for the Cuban people. Not because, as so much of the 
U.S. media erroneously reported, religious belief had been 
"forbidden" all these years. Writer Humberto Arenal said, 
"Everyone always says that Cuba is very rigid but in fact we 
are very tolerant of others' ideas. l'm nota believer, but 1 
went to welcome him. In my neighborhood, almost everyone 
went to see him. lt's not so much a question of belief; it was 
wanting to thank him for coming here, because he's undeni­
ably an important force in the world." 

Zippergate dashed the hopes of many Cubans, like Arenal, 
whE> saw in the pope's visit a chance for better relations be­
tween their country and ours. After all, could Clinton really ig­
nore Pope John Paulll? "Did Clinton even notice what 
_happened here?" asked one friend. 

lt's hard to say-but he should have. Certainly the pope's 
visit has unleashed much of the U.S. Catholic hierarchy in 
support of ending the embargo. (p.6) And if Congress 
passes the Cuban Humanitarian Trade bill (H.R. 1951 ), it will 
be a good start toward a change in policy. Next year marks 
the 40th anniversary of the Cuban Revolution-and of the 
failure of U.S. policy toward Cuba. 
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